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abuse and recrimination of a defeated Party; he said to  December
me : ' Our people want to know how it was we didn't win.  zist, 1910
I told them frankly that, wherever I went all over the
country, I heard the same thing ; no one fancied the Lords
or dear food/ "

Suspicions and divisions in the ranks of our Opponents
obscured our difficulties, but nevertheless they were
accumulating.

The Parliament Bill went forward from February till
July, but, in spite of large majorities in the House of
Commons, the Lords reduced it to impotence.

On the 2ist of July, 1911, my husband informed the
Press that the House of Commons would not accept the
Lords' amendments and the King had agreed to exercise
his Prerogative of creating sufficient Peers to enable the
Bill to pass into law.

This declaration caused an uproar.

Conscious of their follies and smarting under their
defeat the more short-sighted of the rank and fashion
determined to have their revenge.

I will here quote from my diary :

" On Monday, the 24th of July, 1911, we drove in an From my
open motor to the House of Commons and were cheered  Diary,
through the streets.                                                        Ju*y>

" The Speaker's Gallery was closely packed, and
excited ladies were standing up on their chairs. My
husband got a deafening reception as he walked up the
floor of the House; but I saw in a moment that the
Opposition was furious and between the counter-cheers I
could hear an occasional shout of * Traitor!'

" When the hubbub had subsided he rose to move the
rejection of the Lords* amendments ; at this Lord Hugh
Cecil and Mr. F. E. Smith* led an organised and con-

* Lord Birkenhead,